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Dear parishioners and friends,

On the afternoon of August 4th, the skyline of our beloved city, Beirut, was tainted. Our people’s
bodies were dismantled, limb from Limb, after a most devastating explosion. Bodies on the pavements,
bodies on hospital floors, bodies decapitated in crushed and blown cars, bodies humiliatingly lying in
the middle of the streets, violated by tragedy. Every single body was accompanied by a phone, being
rung ruthlessly by loved ones praying it wasn't their daughter, their son, their sibling, their parent,
their relative, repulsively torn apart on the gravel of their homeland.

More than 200 people died and more than 6,000 were injured in the blast, and more than 300,000
displaced. The explosion was caused by more than 2,700 tonnes of ammonium nitrate stored unsafely
at the city’s port.

Our people are crying. A mother’s scream is distinct one. Our 10,452 km?2 bellowed with shrieks
and wails of women whose children have been ripped from their embrace. Children screeched at the
sound of smashing glass and fallen roofs. The streets were filled with shards of glass. People’s homes
surrendered to ruin. Several hospitals were shattered. Warehouses stocked with medical supplies,
demolished. The port, our main mean of importing supplies, food, product, burned to ashes. Grain, a
nutrient so basic yet so necessary, has been wiped from a six-month reserve storage. Our economy
will crash even further.

The medical system is in turmoil because of the overriding pressure and lack of medical supply.
Civilians are racing to hospitals to donate blood in the midst of a pandemic. A good number of local
people are still missing, with hopeless alerts being sent around. If a mask was not being worn for the
purpose of the pandemic, they are now being worn for the fright of getting poisoned through the
soiled air. Despite all the distress being lived, our people still have the will to press the palms of their
hands together and call for God.

Our country is bleeding. We are encountering a disturbance greater than all of us, and we cannot
do it alone. The Lebanese Maronite Order has opened the doors to its monasteries and schools to
house many nationals who have lost their homes and has medicated and cared for as many as seven
hundred in its hospitals. It is our duty to help our people, and we very much hope that it is yours
too. The donations will go to the LMO and ‘Solidarity Lebanon’ in order to raise a sufficient amount
of donations to aid the vulnerable residents in restoring the homes they have lost to this disaster, as
well as providing medical supplies, and food distribution.

They say Beirut represents a Phoenix, its glory shines exceptionally beyond the rest. It is a city that
never sleeps. It is a city that is alive with energy, love, and laughter. Its seas never show fear and its
streets never submit to the ordinary. And while it is in grief and sorrow, Beirut will rise from the ashes
again, just like the resilient Phoenix it always has been.

We are actively attempting to secure aid to our devastated nation, we need your help to make our
efforts go even further. Your support is crucial to our efforts in reinforcing hope to our nation.

Rise oh Beirut...

Fr Fadi Kmeid
Superior
Our Lady of Lebanon, UK
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Dead Are My People

Glbran Khalll Glbran

Dead are my people, but | exist yet, lamenting them in my solitude.
Dead aremy friends, and intheir Death my lifeis naught but great Disaster.
The knolls of my country are submerged by tears and blood, for my people
and my beloved are gone, and | am here living as | did when my people
and my beloved were enjoying life and the bounty of life, and when the
hills of my country were blessed and engulfed by the light of the sun.

My people died fromhunger, and he who didnot perish fromstarvation
was butchered with the sword; and | am here in this distant land, roaming
amongst a joyful people who sleep upon soft beds, and smile at the days
while the days smile vpon them,

My people died a painful and shameful death, and here am | living
in plenty and in peace.This is deep tragedy ever-enacted upon the stage
of my heart; few would care to witness this drama, for my people are as
birds with broken wings, left behind the flock.

If | were hungry and living amid my famished people, and persecuted
among my oppressed countrymen, the burden of the black days would be
lighter upon my restless dreams, and the obscurity of the night would be
less dark before my hollow eyes and my crying heart and my wounded
soul. For he who shares with hiz people their sorrow and agony will feel
a supreme comfort created only by suffering in sacrifice. And he will be
at peace with himself when he dies innocent with his fellow innocents.

But | am not living with my hungry and persecuted people who are
walking in the procession of death toward martyrdom. | am here beyond
the broad seas living in the shadow of tranguility, and in the sunshine of
peace. | am afar from the pitiful arena and the distressed, and cannot be
proud of ought, not even of my own tears.

What can an exiled son do for his starving people, and of what value
unto them is the lamentation of an absent poet?

Were | an ear of corn grown in the earth of my country, the hungry
child would pluck me and remove with my kernels the hand of Death form
his soul, Were | a ripe fruit in the gardens of my country, the starving
women would gather me and sustain life. Were | a bird flying the sky
of my country, my hungry brother would hunt me and remove with the
flesh of my body the shadow of the grave from his body. But, alas! | am
not an ear of corn grown in the plains, nor a ripe fruit in the valleys of
Lebanon; this is my disaster, and this is my mute calamity which brings
humiliation before my soul and before the phantoms of the night. This is
the painful tragedy which tightens my tongue and pinions my arms and
arrests me usurped of power and of will and of action. This is the curse
burned vpon my forehead before God and man,

And oftentimes they say unto me, “The disaster of your country is but
naught to calamity of the world, and the tears and blood shed by your
people are as nothing to the rivers of blood and tears pouring each day
and night in the valleys and plains of the earth.”

Yes, but the death of my people is a silent accusation; it is a crime
conceived by the heads of the unseen serpents. It is a sceneless tragedy.
And if my people had attacked the despots and oppressors and died
rebels, | would have said, “Dying for freedom is nobler than living in the
shadow of weak submission, for he who embraces death with the sword
of Truth in his hand will eternalize with the Eternity of Truth, for Life is
weaker than Death and Death is weaker than Truth,

If my nation had partaken in the war of all nations and had died in

the field of battle, | would say that the raging tempest had broken with
its might the green branches; and strong death under the canopy of the
tempest is nobler than slow perishment in the arms of senility. But there
was no rescue from the closing jaws. My people dropped and wept with
the crying angels.

If an earthquake had torn my country asunder and the earth had
engulfed my people into its bosom, | would have said, "A great and
rmysterious law has been moved by the will of divine force, and it would be
pure madness if we frail mortals endeavoured to probe its deep secrets.”
But my people did not die as rebels; they were not killed in the field of
battle; nor did the earthguake shatter my country and subdue them,
Death was their only rescuer, and starvation their only spoils.

My people died on the cross. They died while their hands stretched
toward the East and West, while the remnants of their eyes stared at the
blackness of the firmament. They died silently, for humanity had closed
its ears to their cry. They died because they did not befriend their enemy.
They died because they loved their neighbours, They died because they
placed trust in all humanity. They died because they did not oppress
the oppressors. They died because they were the crushed flowers, and
not the crushing feet. They died because they were peace makers, They
perished from hunger in a land rich with milk and honey.

They died because monsters of hell arose and destroyed all that their
fields grew, and devoured the last provisions in their bins. They died
because the vipers and sons of vipers spat out poisoninto the space where
the Holy Cedars and the roses and the jasmine breathe their fragrance.

My people and your people, my Lebanese brother, are dead. What
can be done for those who are dying? Our lamentations will not satisfy
their hunger, and our tears will not guench their thirst; what can we do
to save them between the iron paws of hunger? My brother, the kindness
which compels you to give a part of your life to any human who is in the
shadow of losing his life is the only virtue which makes you worthy of the
light of day and the peace of the night. Remember, my brother, that the
coin which you drop into the withered hand stretching toward you is the
only golden chain that binds your rich heart to the loving heart of God, ...,

The Coflected Works of Khalll Gibran: 21 Beoks In One Edition
2017)
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Man in search of existence, c. 1920, Kahlil Gibran, Wash drowing.
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Monastery of Saint Anthony the Great Beirut

In 1725, the Lebanese Maronite Order bought a
house in Beirut to assure a presence of the monks
in the city, and serve the Maronite believers.

In 1882, when Mubarak Salameh was Father
General (1891-1895), the Lebanese Maronite Order
bought from Mr. Elias Mhaweh a building situated
near Saint Joseph's University of the Jesuit Fathers.
This building was transformed into a residence for
the student monks who were to follow courses at
the aforementioned university.

Lateron,in1846,whenaneducationalrenaissance
was thriving in the area, the Order then decided
to send some of its most brilliant students to the
seminary of the Jesuit Fathers at Ghazir, where they
received their diplomas of higher studies. This fact
enabled them to make an effective contribution to
the renaissance.

During the course of the First World War
(1914-1918), the Jesuit Fathers took refuge in the
monastery and remained there for the duration of
hostilities, following the closure of their university
by the Ottoman authorities. Similarly, some of their
foreign students attended the Order’s school at the
Monastery of Our Lady of Succour in Byblos.

Between 1929 and 1938, The Order purchased
a property near the school and on it completed the
building.

The school was transformed into a canonically
founded monastery in 1940, and thenwas twice the
permanent Mother House of the Lebanese Maronite
Order, that is to say from 1939 to 1944 and from
1950 to 1S86.

In 1977, the monastery was restored and
renovated, taking on its present form.

The monks who followed in charge busied
themselves with completing both the monastery
and the church, on which work started on June
4, 1960, and with printing activity which for a
time contributed to the cultural work of the Order
through various publications and editions.

The war in Lebanon between 1975 and 1990 put
anend tothese projects. But today, after the return
of public security, the Order has taken up again
its spiritual mission exercised through its pastoral
action, particularly since the monastery chapel
was designated as a parish church on December
1, 1986, and through the Ecclesia Centre founded
by the Order to provide the monasteries, parish
churchesandclergy withthe sacredvessels, priestly
vestments and liturgical objects they require.

The monastery and church, today, have been
affected by the explosion of Beirut on Auguts 4th
2020 and renovations are taking place to repair
the damages.
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FR WISSAM KHOURY OLM

GENERAL DIRECTOR OF NOTRE DAME DES SECOURS UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

Father Wissam Khoury since 2001, Doctorate in Law, Theology degree
from USEK, HR Director in Notre Dame Des Secours, Economics Affairs Director,
General Director in 2016, renewed in 2018, professor in Law (n USEK.

The hospital was founded in Byblos in 1977. Before it was
a General Practise that was founded in 1934, And then the
Lebanese Maronite Order believed that the whole region from
Beirut to the north border of Lebanon needed a hospital. It cost
theorderalot of money and the monastery of Our Lady of Secours
sold a lot of its lands, as well as the participation of the entire
order, to set up the buildings where the hospital currentlyis. The
opening of the hospital was on the feast of Mary in September
'77. At this point there were only the major specialities that were
medically available. The hospital also specialises in Parkinson's
disease and has the only specialists regarding this in all of
Lebanon and the Middle East. It is now the biggest hospital north
of Beirut. There are many hospitals in Beirut, but from Beirut
to the north of Lebanon, NDS University Hospital is primary to
everybody, until the borders of Akkar. In the hospital, there are
more than 26 departments, 250 doctors, 790 employees which
are nurses, technicians and administrators, and 135 interns and
residents. There have been many changes in the recent years to
the hospital but there are many needs left. Our current problem
is that the revolution began in October last year, followed by
currency fluctuation and then COVID-19. These were and are
particular difficulties that we encounter regularly because we
are missing a lot of things and the currencies are not sustained,
so everything is more expensive, dues with the government are
in the Lebanese Lira, which has no value now. In hospital sectors,

the US Dollar has risen about 600% and maintenance contracts
are dealt with in US Dollars, and this has made vus suffer a lot. In
the hospital we are taking Lebanese Lira and less dollars because
we understand the struggle of the people and we must stand
by them. The poorer demographic in Lebanon used to be 22%
and now it has reached 50-55%, and the majority of them are
in these areas around the hospital.

How have you been dealing with COVID-197

In regard to COVID-19, we are the first hospital in Lebanon
that opened a department especially for the virus. We had to
reopen it recently because the cases began rising again, we also
opened a bio-safety laboratory, and a drive through specifically
for COVID-19, andallsorts of mandatory testing. Wedone thatall
ourselves, we had no help from anyone, we did it for the people.
We also have Intensive Care Units specifically for COVID-19. The
cases from before had decreased sufficiently, but as they started
to rise again, we had to open the ward. Rafic Al Hariri Hospital
in Beirut was the host for all of the Coronavirus cases across
Lebanon, and the government was supporting it immensely so
that no other hospitals would have to go into complications of
opening special wards for these causes. But hospitals such as
these were struggling because cases before would reach 20-35
per day, now they have risen to 600 a day, so we had to take
patients to ease the pressure off of them.

There were 14 members of staff that were infected with
Coronavirus, nurses and doctors. We, of course, took care of
them, and this is what helped us to proceed quickly with the
required measures in order to help the rest of the people. The
big hospitals in Beirut that were taking in Coronavirus patients
can no longer admit any cases and that is why we are under
much pressure in this peried of time. The hospitals that had
the ability to function in Beirut are now slowly deteriorating
and we are receiving many more people than we anticipated.
Most of the patients that are in Beirut hospitals are being
transferred to us, especially in Oncology and now, Coronavirus
patients and children that need chemotherapy. We are trying
to not malfunction in other departments just because we have
the COVID-12 ward now and many patients in it. We invested
greatly in this ward to make sure that it is segregated from the
rest of the hospital, the entrance is separate, as well as the ICU,
even the morgue. No part of that ward comes in contact with
the other so that it does not affect the standard patients of
existing departments.

Did the economic c¢risis in Lebanon affect the numbers of
doctors available? Did any of them leave?

Since august 4th, 5 of our most important and accomplished
doctors have left us. There is great danger in this becavse most
of them have citizenships from other countries, so it is very easy
for them to leave. We are preparing mentally and practically
for a migration of many doctors all across Lebanon and for
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the quality of the way medicine will be practised. There is a
huge worry because the salaries given are in Lebanese Lira and
that in itself has lost value, so there is a great risk in losing all
these professionals because of the economic crisis especially
when there is no one supporting institutions like ours. We will
not last very long. Supplies can only be bought in Lira and
the maintenance in the hospital for machinery costs us about
53,200,000 every year, and they can only be paid in US Dollar.

Your hospital is 30km away from Beirut, did you feel the
explosion?

The entirety of Lebanon felt the explosion. We are 30km
away from Beirut and we never expected the grandness of the
explosion. When we heard of it, we prepared curselves straight
away, but we never expected it to be this big. We got in touch
with staff teams which, depending on the severity of the event,
you call the most suitable. We called allthreeas gettingincontact
with other hospitals, we discovered that what was coming our
way was massive. From nurses, to residents, to doctors, anyone
who was able to come down to the hospital to help. There were
at least 100 employees more helping than the usual who work
in the departments. We had to open both emergency rooms,
for the adults and the children, an entire floor dedicated to the
blast, teams were dispersed around the floor, we transformed
rooms into small operation rocoms to be able to give attention
to all patients. From 7pm to 1:30am we had about a little over
200 patients treated from the explosion. No one was in danger
anymore; patients were stable, and the entire management team

was there helping on the floor too.

What types of injuries did you receive?

The types of injuries we received in the first wave were people
who were able to come themselves, so their injuries were not
life-threatening, most of them were injured by shattered glass,
but we would have to pull out 50 shards of glass from just one
body. And this procedure is sensitive because it requires cleaning
the cut and closing it up otherwise, they can get infected. We
had major injuries that we carried up to the operation rooms,
legs split open, stomachs split open, heads split open, some
injuries were difficult because we wouldn't know where the blood
was coming from until we properly cleaned their wounds. In
the second wave, other hospitals would call us and tell us they
have injured patients, or previous patients that they need to
transfer to us. This is on the same night. And it carried on, the
second, third, fourth day until today, we still have patients,
because some of them went to hospitals before ours and their
treatments were very quick and not proper, so we had to reopen
wounds to properly clean and do the procedures right so that
they are safe and well. This is why people chose to come to us,
because we were making sure that they were getting the right
treatments. We did have patients that stayed in the ICU for a
while and their parents took time to find them, some were not
conscious for a while, We only know that the people who were
searching for their relatives that night found them that night,
unless the people they lost were very near the explosion and are
under the rubble and have been lost since.
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Did anyone pass away in the hospital?

We received a patient, a girl, that was already deceased by
the time she got to us. The Lebanese Red Cross did not manage
to transport people to us, they were very much under pressure,
most of our patients came in their cars with their families. Cars
were parked in front of our hospital all the way to the main road.

Did people visit other hospitals before getting to your
hospital?

Most people were passing by hospitals to get medical
attention, but they were so full, some of our patients passed
by many hospitals before they got to ours. Other hospitals
that were a little outside Beirut did not have the capacity to fit
many people. They prioritized the life-threatening cases before
others, and they had to compare cases to see who would be able
to holdonlongerinorder to treat the other. Some patientsdidn't
bother to pass by Beirut hospitals as they knew they would be
full, and they are the people that arrived to us in the first wave.

Did you charge money for anyone's treatments?

In no way that night could we take money from anyone,
especially in a tragedy like that. Yes, there were forms to be
filled out and records because the ministry of health requires
data, but even those that had insurance, we never took any
details from them. At the time we couldn’t even think about it,
and this is not the way we deal with these matters. The face
of our hospital says a lot about us, imagine receiving a patient
that has just fled from an explosion, experiencing a tragedy and
in pain, and you ask them for money. In that moment, you can

only think about your fellow human being.

The Minister of Health has recently visited our hospital and
has nothing but good today about us and our service to our
patients. The minister was very impressed and grateful because
of the numbers of cancer patients that we take in. We are very
generous with our patients in regard to medication, we provide
them with what is needed because we know the valuve of their
lives and we are willing to do the impossible to make sure they
live a long and healthy life.

What kind of impact do you think the port of Beirut will have
on the importation of medication?

We are still living in an economic crisis. The US Dollar issue
has prevented us from obtaining medication gravely, and now
the port of Beirut will be another obstacle. We were trying
as much as we can to make do by trying to buy dollars from
the black market and so on, although the government is still
supplying medication, but I'm referring to the more expensive
medication. This issue was from before and we were running
out of it, especially with companies that refused to hand us
medication if we did not pay on time, but the issue with the port
of Beirut is that if there are no rapid solutions, we are going to
be left extremely struggling.

What we are doing as the Lebanese Maronite Order is
not something to be hidden, on all levels. From hospitals, to
universities, to the solidarity we are showing to our people. We
will be opening a dispensary of our hospital in Beirut, in the form
of a General Practise and we will send some of our staff there so
they can help people who cannot follow up with their doctors.




OUR PARISH

ISSUE NUMBER 005 | FRIDAY, AUGUST 28,

135+
5000+
100+
300,000+

IS COLLECTING DONATIONS IN AID OF
THE BEIRUT EXPLOSION.

DONATIONS WILL PROVIDE SHELTER
FOR THE HOMELESS, FOOD, AND
MEDICAL SUPPLIES.

ACCOUNT NAME: THE LEBANESE
MARONITE ORDER CHARITABLE TRUST

BANK OF BEIRUT UK LTD: 66 CANNON
STREET, LONDON, ECAN 6AE

SORT CODE: 60-83-75
ACCOUNT NO.: 12023802
PURPOSE: AID TO BEIRUT

PLEASE SCAN THE
UR CODE IN ORDER
T0 ACCESS OUR
FACEBOOK
DONATIONS PAGE.
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AFRAID OF THE DARK

A little boy was afraid of the dark. One night his mother told him to go ouvt to the back porch

and bring her the broom. The little boy turned te his mother and said, "Mama, | don't want to
go out there. It's dark.”

The mother smiled reassuringly at her son. “You don’'t have to be afraid of the dark, " she
explained. “Jesus is out there. He'll look after youv and protect you.”

The littie boy looked at his mother real hard and asked, “Are you sure he's out there?” “Yes, [
'm sure. He is everywhere, and he is always ready to help youv when youv need him, " she said.
The little boy thought about that for a minute and then went to the back door and cracked it
a little. Peering out into the darkness, he called, "fesus? If you're out there, would jJouv please

hand me the broom?

Find the solution word described by each numbered across Every SUDOKU has a unique solution that the player have
or down clue and then write it into the corresponding squares to reach logically.
in the grid. Enter the numbers into the blank spacesso that each column,

row and 3x3 box contains numbers from 1 to 9 without repeats.

Across Down

1 Trip te see wild animals in 1. Large expanse of water
their natural hermes (B) between countries (3)

4. Leave behind (7) 2. Taste (7

5. A difficult task: something 3. Name of one of Santa’s
that worries you (7) reindeers (7)

7. Someone who shoots bows 6. Spoil something (3)
and arraows (8)




